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EMBARE WITH U

WORLD RENOWNED,
THE MIXMASTER OF DESIGN

ERIC COHLER

FHOTOHGRAPHY BY CAPERAAT PHDTOGREFHT | ART DRESTHON B STEFHEMNIE BOCEWELL

B gsed oul ol MNew York, “Mmmaster” Erc Cohler and his lirm have set ol

to redefline and change the way we see intersor design around the world.
For over 20 years, ha has been trensforming residential and commercial
spaces inld ares aought aut by all By LAk in & variely af colors, Tesiaras
andd branding in diferant styles and alaments saamlassly, he has recased
wedldiwede fevicean and oaralse For The wiark ha's cinmpdetad, To ensuie hal s Iy
space hie has angaged with is padect, he also designs his owin product pieces
such as lighting, faberice and lumiture, Along with his design practices, ha is
fealyrad stanevaly in '.?|._=.|'|||'||:| npublicationg, kas mary feledivion appearansgs

and oftan wnitas content Jor the Naw York Times.

We graciously had a chance to sit down and ask Enc some guestons abaut

himsalf and his carear,
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EMBARE WITH US

Az & well-respectad and much admired designer,
your excellence in design taste and creative
direction have sften been sought after by many.

Da you find yoursslf at times wurrounded by bad
Interiors that just make you want te tear dewn
swarything and fix It for them? How de yeu handle
glving your adviea?

| have laarmad bo “listen” whila | “saa® tha indariare

around me. What thie maans is that | tads in bioth

aural and wisisal cluses from cliarts and rooms bafora
commenting as tha last theng that | wart to do is offend |
ariyorse. PFeople are very subjectae abaout thesr homes,
and | anly offer advice or opine & asked. That said, |

corfess o anging ireardly at brrses.

What are the common mistakes you find today
with new designers? If not mistakes, what do you
L1 feel new designers today should avaid trapping
themeelves inta?

Younger designars should syoid the rap of

becoming “typscast” and baceming known for ena
particidar siyle, Pee tied 1o evalve with the times and |
constantly meinvent mysaff, Monethaless, Fin knosn

by the moniker *mibomaster” for my akblity to taka
disprarate styles and fusa them o & seamless whala, |
Tha ona canstant in my work s quality and attention

to datail. In that way, 'm a bit $CD Lo put it blungly.

It's a blessing and a curse.

What is your worst design experience? Why?

Iy worst axpeorienca coourrad my second pear in
busiress. | didn't think sbout checking the dimensons

on & pair of custom solas befors they were made.
Unforturiately the sptramscs 1o the apartment building
whearee rry clients livedd was thres inches oo narmow

e thve sofias o make it throwgh, |ended up hirng a
spaciplized rmoying company 1o host themn theess siones
abrowe Park Avenua, This was baptism by lire or 3 lesson
learnesd b bard wiay ae st of iy peofit was wipad out |
biy the cast af 1ha crars, | e insist thal asery mambes

of my fern carry a tape maasure with tham at all imes. s ||
incradible how almos averpthing indifa can be distilled
down to numbers, Claarly maih wasn't my forta; |
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Whiat s yeur number ene
professlonal rule you never
break? Can you explain haw
It's applied or the significancs
it holds?

Ky numksar ome profassonal rula
ie to ba complately transparant
im my buwsiness inberactions. On
a design node, | rewer forget my
grandmother’s dectum to “edit,
wdit, edit”

Who may have inspired yoii and
your design, or currently does?
I'm inspired by several greats
ir the ganthedsn of architectiirs
and imerior design, Specifically
Andraa Palladie, Robaert Adam,
Thamas Jaffarsan, John

Soana, Frank Lioyd Wright,
Mias van dar Rhoa, Elsia da
Walfe, Dormthy DOrapar, Billy
Baldwin, Albart Hadlay, David
Hicks, Mark Hampton, John
Saladino and Michael Smith.
On a personal nole, one ol

the greatest influsnces on

my CATEEr was my maternal
grandrnother, She had the

best taste of almost anyons
I've ever known. Her absility 1o
pull faskfiion, arm and intariors
tegather is unmatchad, and she
waen't a professional designar,
meraly an assthata. | lika to
think that perhaps a little bit of
har tasta and style has filtarad

dawn ko me.,

Any design for couses, or
charities yoii're involved with
that you would like to share?

EMBARE WITH UE

I'm indringically imeolved with &
minber of crganizations thai
raige manay through the fiakd of
intarsnr dasign. Tha first i Kips
Bay Boy's and Girl's Club. They
organirad tha first major chanty
chow housa m tha Coaniry more
than 40 years'ago. It's a privilege
and an honor to have designed
multipfe rooms bo help them
raise money for alter schoal
programs for inner city cheldren,
| alst parsonally support &
sclealasship fund that afords

i college student Bacated in
upstate Mew York and majoring
in &an or dasgn, to hasa the
ppp=sriunity fo travel anywhare
in tha wiorld 1o sfudy thair
chosen fiald. The studant than
soreis as an imterm in my firm fos

i samastar

What advice can you give
home owners starting out with
n new project in their homes?
FPeople edesigning their

homes shoald take things slow
it first @ reake sire hat
they've created a carafully
prepared plan and budger
Mext having thought thrsugh
thiese building bingks Tram

the get go may bacome a
prascription for disastar. It's
also essential to create what

| call a ook book or clip file
befare embarking on a project.
Fintorest and Houzz are parfect
tools as well as periodicals and
design themed baoks.




